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This year, three world-renowned aerobatic teams captivated 
thousands of spectators with thrilling demonstrations.

A Steady Rise in Popularity

Launched in 2017 by a new non-profit organization in 
celebration of Canada’s 150th anniversary, the Gatineau Air 
Show quickly became a favorite among aviation enthusiasts. 
The debut event attracted thousands and set a high standard 
by featuring the Patrouille de France and the RCAF Snowbirds, 
establishing itself as a must-see.

The 2018 edition drew close to 12,000 attendees, adding the 
CF-18 Demo Team to showcase Canadian military aviation. 
By 2019, attendance soared past 20,000, driven by the debut 
of Canada’s future fifth-generation F-35 fighter and a special 
appearance by astronaut Chris Hadfield, which highlighted 
the significance of space exploration.

After a hiatus in 2020 due to the pandemic, the show returned 
in 2021 with a drive-in format, drawing 5,400 attendees. In 
2022, the event’s theme, “Above and Beyond,” attracted over 
12,000 visitors, featuring the powerful A-10C Thunderbolt 

Aero Gatineau-Ottawa 2024
A HISTORIC AIRSHOW
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From September 6 to 8, 2024, we attended the 7th edition of the Aéro-Gatineau-Ottawa 
Airshow, a premier aviation event for the Canadian Capital Region, 

held at the Gatineau-Ottawa Executive Airport, 
just 30 minutes from downtown Ottawa.

II from the U.S. Air Force. The 2023 edition reached new 
heights, captivating over 20,000 spectators with stunning 
nighttime performances, including the Snowbirds, drone 
displays, and fireworks. With the theme “Legends of the Sky,” 
this unforgettable edition combined aerial artistry with rich 
historical tributes.

2024: A Historic and International Milestone

The 2024 edition of Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa marked a 
pivotal moment in Canadian aviation. In honor of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force’s 100th anniversary, the dedicated 
volunteers of Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa worked tirelessly over the 
past three years to achieve a North American exclusive: uniting 
three iconic aerobatic teams—the RCAF Snowbirds, the USAF 
Thunderbirds, and the RAF Red Arrows.

This impressive feat, not seen on the continent in over five 
years, offered aviation enthusiasts a breathtaking show of 
precision, power, and flawless synchronization. The spectacular 
acrobatics and tight formations had audiences on the edge of 
their seats, celebrating the exceptional skill of military pilots.

Over three days, Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa delivered a world-
class experience, paying tribute to aviation excellence in a 
setting worthy of global attention. CEO John Bennett called 
it “a rare event and a true celebration of our rich aviation 
history—something truly unique.”

A Unique and Intimate Venue

The Gatineau Executive Airport provides an exceptional 
setting for Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa. Its manageable size allows 
for an extraordinary closeness between the audience and the 
aircraft. Parked just meters from the crowd, the planes are fully 
visible, enabling spectators to appreciate their details, observe 
the pilots’ preparations, and feel the electric atmosphere 
before each flight. This proximity offers a rare and immersive 
experience that cannot be found elsewhere.

Despite its 6,000-foot runway, the airport can accommodate 
a wide range of aircraft, from supersonic fighters to military 
transport planes, showcasing the versatility of its infrastructure. 
This unique environment allows aviation enthusiasts to 
experience the pilots' technical and acrobatic skills up close, 
fostering a deeper connection to the world of aviation.

However, this year’s show posed logistical challenges, especially 
with the need to host three large demonstration teams. As a result, 
the USAF Thunderbirds, with their eight F-16s, were hosted at 
Ottawa International Airport (YOW), just 30 km from Gatineau.

A Night Show to Remember – A Promising Start, A 
Thwarted Finish

Aéro Gatineau 2024’s opening night on June 6 thrilled 
audiences with spectacular performances from the Snowbirds 

Nolinor Aviation's Boeing 737 during a flypast
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and CF-18 demonstration team. The evening continued 
with a mesmerizing pyrotechnic display by Ghost Writer. 
Unfortunately, rain forced the cancellation of the much-
anticipated drone show, featuring 130 drones synchronized to 
custom music. Despite this setback, the fireworks provided 
a stunning finale, blending aerobatics, technology, and 
pyrotechnics to deliver an unforgettable experience.

Access to the Show by Public Transit

In a groundbreaking move toward sustainability, Aéro 
Gatineau-Ottawa made it easier and more environmentally 
friendly for visitors to attend. Thanks to a unique partnership, 
event attendees were given free access to the entire local and 
regional bus network for the weekend with their admission 
ticket, promoting green transportation. For those who 
preferred to drive, ample parking was available around the 
airport, with free shuttle services connecting the lots to the 
event site.

General Admission

The general admission area at Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa has been 
redesigned to offer an enhanced experience for visitors. A new 
section to the west now provides a stunning panoramic view, 
allowing spectators to enjoy the aerial performances while 
benefiting from added comfort. This strategic layout ensures 
unobstructed sightlines, enhancing the overall experience.
Ticket prices are as follows: $35 for adults, $30 for teens, and 
$25 for children. For those wishing to attend over the entire 
three-day event, passes are available at $110 for adults, $90 
for teens, and $45 for children. Families (two adults and two 
children or teens) can take advantage of a special package 
priced at $130 for one day or $245 for three days (plus taxes). 

Additionally, Early Bird and Presale offers provided discounts 
on general admission tickets.

Photo-Pit Access

Photography enthusiasts who purchased the Photo-Pit ticket 
($149 per day or $299 for the weekend, including the training 
day, plus taxes) enjoyed a prime location tailored to meet 
the needs of aerial photographers. Positioned on a raised 
platform above the crowd and barriers, photographers had an 
unobstructed, up-close view—just 15 to 20 meters from the 
aircraft's flight path.

This exclusive vantage point allowed for precise, high-quality 
images of both the aircraft and their performances, capturing 
every detail of the action. The platform was specifically 
designed to be at the same height as the pilots in their open 
cockpits, offering unique angles and ideal perspectives for 
spectacular shots, particularly during aircraft departures and 
returns.

The Flightline Club – VIP Experience

As always, Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa offered access to its 
exclusive VIP area, the Flightline Club, for the best views 
along the runways. This year, the Club Première Ligne was 
divided into two sections—east and west—located at either 
end of the Show Center. Both sections provided an excellent 
vantage point under dedicated tents, with additional perks 
such as a catered dinner, bar service (including two drink 
tickets), private restrooms, and premium parking. At $175 per 
day or $350 for the entire weekend (plus taxes). The Flightline 
Club offers a competitive price compared to other major 
Canadian events, where VIP access can cost up to $300 per day. 

Weather Continues to Challenge Air Shows

Weather once again proved to be a significant challenge for 
the Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa 2024 air show. Friday initially 
offered the promise of ideal conditions, with a mix of sunshine 
and clouds. The day began with clear skies, but by noon, clouds 
began to roll in, and the skies remained overcast for the rest of 
the afternoon. During the night show, heavy rain interrupted 
the festivities, dampening the excitement.

Saturday was marked by persistent downpours throughout 
the day. Despite the dismal weather, thousands of spectators 
remained hopeful for an improvement. A brief clearing in 
the late afternoon allowed the Red Arrows and Snowbirds to 
perform their “Low Show” displays, offering a glimmer of the 
excitement visitors had been waiting for. In response to the 
challenging conditions, organizers made the decision to allow 
Saturday ticket holders to return on Sunday at no extra charge.
The heavy rainfall on both Friday night and Saturday turned 
the grassy field into a soggy quagmire, with water pooling 5 
cm deep in areas such as in the Photo-Pit, Flightline Club, 
and President's Club. Visitors were advised to bring rain boots. 
The parking lots were similarly flooded, leaving many vehicles 
stranded. On Sunday, with the parking lots still unusable, 
alternative parking was set up further away from the event site, 
requiring visitors to walk up to 1.5 kilometers before being able 
to board shuttles to the show.

Safety First

Safety remains the top priority at Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa. 
For seven consecutive years, the event has seen no incidents, 
a remarkable achievement made possible through a close 
partnership between the event organizers, Transport Canada, 
and local law enforcement. Every aircraft, pilot, and crew must 
meet stringent safety standards. Aerobatic displays are carefully 
regulated within secure areas, far from public access. Every 
year, a host of additional safety measures are implemented to 
ensure the protection of all participants and spectators.

A More Modest Static Display

Due to space constraints caused by the large demonstration 
teams at the event, the static aircraft exhibition was more 
modest than in previous years. The two of the three major 

teams on site required extensive space for their aircraft, 
resulting in fewer static displays than typically expected.
Vintage Wings Collection

The Vintage Wings hangars were open to the public, 
showcasing their impressive fleet of vintage aircraft, including 
iconic models such as the Gipsy Moth, Tiger Moth, 
Chipmunk, Fleet Finch, and two PT-17 Boeing Stearman 
from outsiders.

C-45 Expeditor

Designed in 1936 by the Beech Aircraft Company of Wichita, 
Kansas, the Beech 18 was initially aimed at the small airline 
market. Its versatility, however, allowed it to be adapted 
for both civil and military purposes. It served as a training 
platform for pilots, navigators, bomb sights, and gunners, and 
played a key role in military transport.

The Royal Canadian Air Force received its first C-45 
Expeditor in August 1939. The model was used in a variety of 
roles, including navigation, bombing and weapons training, 
photographic surveys, and VIP and cargo transport. A total 
of 388 C-45s were acquired by the RCAF, with the aircraft 
remaining in service until the late 1960s. By the end of 
production in 1969, over 7,000 Beech 18s had been built in 32 
different configurations, solidifying its reputation as a symbol 
of reliability and versatility.

CC-144 Challenger

The Bombardier CC-144 Challenger is a versatile business 
jet serving the Canadian Armed Forces. Operated by 412 
Transport Squadron at 8 Wing Trenton, the CC-144 performs 
a wide range of missions, including transport for high-ranking 
dignitaries, military support operations, medical evacuations, 
and humanitarian aid.

With a range of 5,930 km and a top speed of Mach 0.83, 
the Challenger offers both comfort and safety for sensitive 
operations. Some variants, known as the "Blue Challengers," 
have been modified for electronic warfare, designed to jam 
enemy radars and protect friendly forces. This adaptability 
makes the Challenger an invaluable asset for the Canadian 
Armed Forces’ strategic and special operations.

A mesmerizing fireworks display by Ghost Writer

An unobstructed view from for photographers in the photo-pit Torrential rain Friday night and nearly all day Saturday, 
which finally arrived around 4:00 p.m.

C-45 Expeditor CC-144 Challenger
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CL-415 Superscooper

The Government Air Service (SAG) plays a vital role in 
combating forest fires, in collaboration with the “Société de 
protection des forêts contre le feu” (SOPFEU), responsible for 
fire prevention, detection, and suppression in Québec.

Each year, SOPFEU mobilizes 14 air tankers, including eight 
CL-415s, to assist in responding to approximately 600 forest 
fires across Quebec. These aircraft undertake around 2,000 
flight hours and 12,000 water drops, totaling over 65 megalitres 
of water dropped on fire zones to control the blazes.

Rare Civilian UH-60 Blackhawk in Canada

The Sikorsky UH-60A Black Hawk is a twin-engine, four-
bladed utility helicopter designed for medium to heavy 
transport. First introduced by the U.S. Army in 1979, it has 
become the "workhorse" of military air transport, participating 
in various global conflicts. Regarded for its power, safety, and 
reliability, the Black Hawk has proven ideal for demanding 
lifting missions and other roles. In Canada, Helicopter 
Transport Services employs the Black Hawk, particularly for 
fighting forest fires.

Alpha Jets – Top Aces: Specialists 
in Realistic Air Combat Training

Top Aces is a leading provider of adversary air combat 
training (ADAIR) and Joint Terminal Attack Controller 
(JTAC) services to allied forces. Since 2005, Top Aces has 
been working with the Canadian Armed Forces, offering 
realistic training with its fleet of Alpha Jets, Learjet 35s, 
and A-4 Skyhawk Advanced Aggressor Fighters (AAF). All 
aircraft are equipped with the exclusive AAMS (Advanced 
Aggressor Mission System), capable of simulating a wide 
range of air threats.

The Alpha Jet, developed by Dornier, is a versatile aircraft 
designed for light training and attack. Known for its compact 
size, twin-engine configuration, and modular design, the 
Alpha Jet excels in close air support, reconnaissance, and 
training missions.

CT-156 Harvard II: A Crucial Step 
in Canadian Military Pilot Training

The CT-156 Harvard II, derived from the Beechcraft T-6 
Texan II, plays a central role in the NATO Flying Training in 
Canada (NFTC) program at 15 Wing Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. 

Featuring a fully pressurized cockpit, modern flight 
instruments, and GPS, the Harvard II offers a safe and advanced 
learning environment for future pilots. Upon mastering the 
Harvard II, Canadian pilots progress to the CT-155 Hawk for 
even more advanced training.

Bell 429 – Canadian Coast Guard

The Bell 429 is a light, twin-engine helicopter known for 
its exceptional comfort and versatility. It is employed by 
the Canadian Coast Guard for a range of critical missions, 
including search and rescue, environmental monitoring, and 
law enforcement. This multi-mission helicopter enhances 
the Coast Guard’s capabilities, providing essential support in 
maritime operations.

An Exceptional Flight Program

Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa delivered an impressive five-hour flight 
program each day, featuring world-class aerobatic displays 
from three premier demonstration teams. The program 
consisted of 12 carefully coordinated performances, executed 
with pinpoint precision and on schedule.

Jean-François Sills, Chief of Air Operations; Denis Godin, 
Director of Ground Operations; Michel Côté, Head 
of Logistics; and David McColl, Air Marshal, led the 
coordination team. These seasoned professionals volunteered 
their expertise to ensure Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa remains a 
top-tier event.

The show kicked off with an impressive performance 
by the Thunderbirds

The Thunderbirds squadron consists of eight pilots, six of 
whom are dedicated to air demonstrations, and a support team 
of 130 military personnel with expertise in 25 different areas, 
they travel with two support aircraft: a C-130J Hercules and a 
C-17 Globemaster III.

Officers serve for two years, while enlisted personnel remain 
for three to four years, ensuring a steady rotation. Known for 
their high-energy performances, the Thunderbirds fly F-16 
Fighting Falcons, multi-role fighters capable of reaching 
speeds of 1,500 mph (2,400 km/h). 

They execute breathtaking tight formation maneuvers, 
including the “Diamond,” the “Delta,” and the “Arrowhead,” 
with the aircraft flying as close as 18 inches (45 cm) apart. 
Their formation displays feature daring maneuvers, solo flights, 
and rapid crossovers, demonstrating the immense power and 
precision of the F-16. Thunderbird No. 5, renowned for its 
inverted flights, even sports its number upside down for a 
humorous touch. 

The squadron performs approximately 75 demonstrations 
annually, covering nearly 30 exciting maneuvers in a 
25-minute performance, a true showcase of the excellence and 
skill of the U.S. Air Force. Having captivated over 300 million 
spectators across 58 countries, the Thunderbirds' participation 
in AGO24 marks their only performance outside the United 
States in 2024.

C-130J Hercules

USAF Thunderbirds
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Victory Flight: A Tribute to Canadian Air History

Victory Flight features a one-of-a-kind formation of three 
legendary World War II-era fighters: the Hawker Hurricane 
XII, the Supermarine Spitfire IX, and the P-51D Mustang, 
piloted by Joe Cosmano, Dave Hewitt, and Dave Hadfield. 
These aircraft, from Mike Potter's private collection in 
Gatineau, deliver an extraordinary aerial spectacle. Powered by 
1,500 horsepower Rolls-Royce Merlin engines, they produce a 
sound and visual performance that is both unforgettable and 
deeply evocative of their historical significance.  Each aircraft 
is adorned with the colors of a Canadian squadron, paying 
homage to the pilots and moments that shaped Canadian 
aviation history. The Victory Flight offers a 15-minute 
formation flying demonstration, showcasing the power, speed, 
and agility of these remarkable machines.

P-51D Mustang

Regarded as the finest fighter of World War II, the P-51D was 
originally developed in response to British needs in 1939. With 
a range capable of escorting bombers, the Mustang accounted 
for the destruction of over 6,000 enemy aircraft. A total of 
15,657 units were produced. The model featured in the Victory 
Flight pays tribute to brothers Larry and Rocky Robillard, 
members of 442 Squadron.

Hawker Hurricane Mk XII

The Hurricane was the RAF's primary fighter during the 
Battle of Britain, contributing to 60% of the Allied victories. 
It served in all theaters of war and was produced in 14,487 
units, including naval variants such as the "Sea Hurricane." 
This aircraft honors Flying Officer William Lidstone “Willie” 
McKnight, a Canadian in the Royal Air Force and Canada’s 
Canada's most distinguished fighter pilot during the first 18 
months of the Second World War.

Supermarine Spitfire Mk IX

The Spitfire remains an iconic symbol of British resistance. 
Known for its exceptional performance, over 22,000 
Spitfires were built, including the Mk IX model featured 
in the collection. This aircraft honors Arnold Roseland, a 
Canadian pilot who was shot down in Normandy in 1944 after 
completing 65 missions with 442 Squadron.

Boeing 737 – Nolinor Aviation

Nolinor Aviation's Boeing 737-2B6C(A) C-GTUK conducted 
flyovers at the site on both Saturday and Sunday. The versatile 
Boeing 737 can accommodate up to 119 passengers or carry 
cargo, with a maximum payload capacity of 13,600 kg (30,000 
lbs). Ideal for remote projects, this aircraft is capable of landing 
on dirt, gravel, or ice runways, offering exceptional flexibility 
and long-range capabilities.

GhostWriter – Super Chipmunk

Nathan K. Hammond piloted the “GhostWriter,” a 1956 
DHC-1 Chipmunk that was converted to a Super Chipmunk 
in 1988. The aircraft performed loops, spins, and other thrilling 
aerobatic maneuvers during the show. As night descended, 
200 pounds of pyrotechnics and lighting effects illuminated 
the sky, creating a stunning visual spectacle that added to the 
drama of the performance. Originally a trainer for the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, the Chipmunk’s combination of power, 
precision, and impressive performance proved that even a 
1950s-era aircraft can still astonish modern audiences.

Rick Volker – SIAI Marchetti SF260

Rick Volker flew the SIAI Marchetti SF260, a fast aerobatic 
aircraft manufactured by Leonardo. Known for its exceptional 
performance, this Italian aircraft is used by over 28 countries 
for combat pilot training, but it is rarely seen flying solo in 
North America. 

Volker showcased the full capabilities of the SF260, reaching 
speeds of 230 knots and performing 6G maneuvers, including 
inverted flight. This aircraft, bridging the gap between military 
fighters and modern aerobatic planes, delivered a captivating 
and high-energy performance for the audience.

The Red Arrows

In 2024, the prestigious Royal Air Force aerobatic team, the 
Red Arrows, made a special trip to Canada to celebrate the 
centennial of the Royal Canadian Air Force. This historic tour, 
named “Maple Hawk Canada Tour 2024”, also marked the 
Red Arrows’ 60th anniversary. Comprised of highly skilled 
pilots, each of whom has flown front-line aircraft like the 
Typhoon, the Red Arrows are renowned for their precision 
in tight formation flying and agility. The team flies the BAE 
Systems Hawk T1, a versatile aircraft capable of reaching 
speeds up to 1,038 km/h, allowing for more dynamic and faster 
maneuvers compared to the Canadian Snowbirds.

Their aerobatic displays are renowned for the iconic white, 
blue, and red smoke trails (inspired by their national flag 
the Union Jack) that enhance their dramatic maneuvers. 
Signature formations like the “Diamond Nine” showcase 
their technical excellence and synchronized flying. In 2024, 
each aircraft was adorned with a special livery celebrating 
the squadron’s 60th anniversary. 

With over 5,000 performances across 57 countries, the Red 
Arrows continue to inspire millions of spectators, and this tour 
was no exception, captivating audiences across Canada.

Two highlights of their demonstration were when they wrote 
the number 100 in the sky for the RCAF Centenary and the 
number 60 for their 60th anniversary.
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Beyond their role in recruitment for the RAF, the Red Arrows 
serve as ambassadors for the United Kingdom, symbolizing 
the speed, precision, and agility of the Royal Air Force. Their 
visit to Canada was not only a celebration of the strong ties 
between the British and Canadian air forces but also an 
opportunity to showcase their exceptional aerobatic skills.

CF-18 Hornet & Red Arrows Formation

A highlight of the airshow was the historic 10-aircraft 
formation flight featuring Canada’s CF-18 Hornet alongside 
the Red Arrows. The awe-inspiring formation culminated in 
a particularly poignant maneuver—the “Missing Man.” The 
CF-18, stationed alone at the rear of the formation, suddenly 
ascended in a vertical climb at full throttle, a moving tribute to 
fallen airmen.

RCAF CF-18 Hornet Demonstration Team

This year, the CF-18 Demonstration Team is celebrating the 
centennial of the Royal Canadian Air Force with a bold, 
colorful new livery that honors its rich legacy. 

The CF-188 Hornet is a multi-role supersonic fighter, capable 
of reaching speeds over 2,200 km/h and climbing at an 
impressive 25,000 feet per minute, cementing its status as a key 
asset for the Canadian Forces. Under the guidance of Captain 
Caleb Robert, aka “Tango,” the team performs a captivating 
aerobatic sequence that demonstrates the Hornet’s incredible 
power and agility.

The CF-18 excels in a variety of roles, from air defense to 
tactical support, and is used extensively for both training 
and public aerobatic displays. The aircraft has been tailored 
to meet Canadian requirements, including modifications 
such as an instrument landing system and a powerful 
600,000-candlepower searchlight for night missions. 
Additionally, modernization efforts have seen the acquisition 
of surplus F/A-18s from the Royal Australian Air Force to 
extend the aircraft’s service life.

However, with the arrival of the CF-35A, a fifth-generation 
fighter, the CF-18’s service life is drawing to a close. The 
transition to the CF-35A will ensure Canadian air supremacy 
for decades to come, securing the future of the Royal Canadian 
Air Force in the modern era.

Snowbirds Celebrate Royal Canadian Air Force 
Centennial in Gatineau

For over five decades, the Canadian Forces Snowbirds 
have captivated audiences with their stunning aerial 
displays. In 2024, to mark the centennial of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, the Snowbirds delivered an 
exceptional performance in Gatineau, embodying the 
pinnacle of Canadian military aviation excellence. The 
Snowbirds are a team of seasoned pilots, supported by a 
dedicated technical crew, who execute tight formations 
with remarkable precision. This mastery is the result 
of intense training, meticulous coordination, and the 
commitment of every member, from pilots to ground crew. 

Flying the CT-114 Tutor, a Canadian-made aircraft, the 
Snowbirds perform gracious aerobatics despite the Tutor's age, 
owing to careful maintenance that keeps it in top condition. 
Powered by a General Electric J85 engine, the Tutor reaches 

speeds exceeding 400 knots, combining agility and stability 
with its distinctive straight-wing design. Based at 15 Wing 
Moose Jaw, the Snowbirds comprise approximately 80 
members. Beyond their role as ambassadors for the Canadian 

In 2024, the Red Arrows toured Canada for the Royal Canadian Air Force's centennial 
and their own 60th anniversary, in a historic tour named Maple Hawk

CF-18 demonstration aircraft

Flying the CT-114 Tutor, the Snowbirds perform 
graceful aerobatics, demonstrating the aircraft's 

enduring performance thanks to meticulous
 maintenance, despite its age
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Armed Forces, they serve as a testament to the teamwork and 
professionalism of the Royal Canadian Air Force.

Snowbirds, Red Arrows and Thunderbirds: Three Unique 
Styles of Air Display

What makes the US Air Force Thunderbirds, the Royal 
Air Force Red Arrows, and the Royal Canadian Air Force 
Snowbirds so distinctive? Each world-renowned team brings 
a unique flair to their aerial performances, blending precision, 
agility, and power. The US Air Force Thunderbirds showcase 
bold, powerful flying. Using six F-16 Fighting Falcons, capable 
of speeds up to 2,414 km/h, they perform dynamic maneuvers 
with supersonic flair. Their rapid formation changes, low 
passes, tight crossovers, and awe-inspiring loops highlight 
American precision and strength.

The Royal Air Force Red Arrows, known for their agility and 
synchrony, fly nine BAE Hawk T1 aircraft, reaching speeds 
of 1,050 km/h. Their displays feature rapid formation changes 
and flawless control, enhanced by trails of red, white, and blue 
smoke that evoke the Union Jack flag. Their flying style is 
characterized by tight formations and meticulous execution, 
epitomizing the excellence of British aerobatics.

The Canadian Snowbirds, in contrast, are known for their 
graceful, fluid style. Flying the Canadair CT-114 Tutor, a 1960s 

training aircraft with a maximum speed of 670 km/h, they 
favor slow, deliberate maneuvers that emphasize visual beauty 
and harmony. With up to nine aircraft in tight formations, 
they perform smooth transitions, showcasing their exceptional 
coordination and precision.

Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa 2024: A Resounding Success

The 2024 edition of Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa set a new record, 
drawing over 25,000 spectators across three days. Despite 
challenging weather conditions and some unforeseen logistical 
issues, the event delivered a breathtaking aerial spectacle.

The performances of the US Thunderbirds, Royal Air Force 
Red Arrows, Canadian Snowbirds, and CF-18 Hornet left the 
crowd in awe. 

Nighttime performances by the Ghost Writer further amazed 
audiences, although rain unfortunately forced the cancellation 
of the drone show. The event's three-day format, including an 
evening show on Friday, proved a resounding success. 

Organizers handled challenges with professionalism and 
adaptability, ensuring the event went smoothly despite the 
weather. Aéro Gatineau-Ottawa 2024 will be remembered as 
a landmark event, celebrating Canadian aviation heritage and 
drawing aviation enthusiasts from across the globe.

The Snowbirds in action USAF Thunderbirds
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